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CURRICULUM POLICY

Introduction

All schools in Abu Dhabi must ensure that students have a right to a broad, balanced,
creative, and inclusive curriculum which promotes learning and personal growth and
development for all children. This policy sets out the requirements and standards to support
schools in their delivery of a high-quality curriculum which strengthens students' knowledge
and skills and strives for pedagogical excellence.

Purpose
* Outline curriculum requirements to provide students with a high-quality education,
making them independent and collaborative learners.

» Ensure curricular choices and cross-curricular links are provided for meaningful and
authentic learning experiences.

» Define requirements for compulsory 'core' subjects and curriculum development.

» Enable all students to develop broad understanding of and respect for UAE culture
and national identity.

» Specify structured progression within the curriculum.

Policy

1. Academic Plan

1.1 Requirements: Schools shall develop and implement an academic plan including: a
rationale aligned with the school's mission; language(s) of instruction; commitment to high
academic standards; alignment with the educational program; assessment plans;
preparation for Cycle 3 equivalency requirements; accommodation for diverse learners;
academic support provisions; and MoE compulsory subjects.

2. Curriculum Requirements

2.1-2.3 Schools shall obtain ADEK approval for their curriculum, offer a wide range of
curricular options, and ensure programs, courses, syllabi, and activities promote challenge,
relevance, opportunity, and choice for all students.

3. Curriculum Design and Implementation

3.1-3.11 Schools shall design curricula with vertical and horizontal alignment, continuity,
rigorous assessments, learning resources, and monitoring mechanisms. Curricula shall
integrate UAE national priorities, breadth and balance, cross-curricular links, 21st-century
skills, social and emotional learning, wellbeing, and sustainability principles. Potentially
controversial topics shall be addressed per the ADEK Cultural Consideration Policy.

4. Licensing and Programs
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4.1 For new schools, curriculum must clearly outline the academic plan. Schools must seek
ADEK approval for significant curriculum changes. Evidence of
accreditation/affiliation/authorization must be provided.

5. Accreditation

5.1 Schools shall obtain relevant accreditation, authorization, or affiliation as required by
each curriculum type. Schools reporting losses or switching curricula receive a 2-year grace
period.

6. Enrichment

6.1 Schools shall offer a wide and varied range of extracurricular activities complementing
the formal curriculum, including social, cultural, scientific, athletic, and artistic programs
across all cycles.

7. Adaptation for All Student Groups

7.1-7.4 Schools shall accommodate educational needs of all students and teach MoE
compulsory subjects for the minimum required time. Exemptions from compulsory MoE
subjects are not authorized.

8. Compliance

8.1 Effective AY 2024/25 (Fall term). Full compliance expected by AY 2025/26 (Fall term).
Failure to comply is subject to legal accountability under ADEK regulations and Federal
Decree Law No. (31) of 2021.

Publication

2024 (January) ADEK_School_Curriculum Policy_v.1.0 | Department of Education and
Knowledge, Abu Dhabi (ADEK)

This policy replaces Policy 40 and Policy 41 in the Private School Policy and Guidance
Manual 2014-2015.
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