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COEDUCATION POLICY

Introduction

Schools have traditionally been single-gendered in Abu Dhabi, and the expansion of the
international school sector has led to the adoption of coeducation as common practice. This
policy sets out the basic requirements for coeducation and the gender of staff in schools.

Purpose

* Identify requirements for schools regarding the sharing and/or separation of spaces
according to gender.

» Identify requirements for schools regarding gender of staff according to school type
and student grade level.

Policy

1. Gender Status

1.1 Schools shall publish their gender status (coeducational, shared, or single-gendered) on
their website. Schools are not authorized to change their gender status without prior
approval from ADEK.

1.2 All schools are authorized to be coeducational in Cycle 1 (up to and including Grade
4/Year 5), regardless of the school's gender status.

1.3 Schools may convert a single class to coeducational with ADEK approval and majority
parent consent (>50%).

2. Gender Restrictions

2.1 KG: Class teachers and all teaching support staff in KG shall be female only.

2.2 PE and Swimming: Schools shall adhere to gender restrictions for PE and swimming
classes. Male PE/swimming teachers shall teach male sections from Grade 5/Year 6
onwards; female teachers shall teach female sections. Coeducational classes are contingent
on ADEK approval.

2.3 Changing Rooms: Changing rooms shall be separated by gender. Nudity is prohibited
throughout the campus.

2.4 Prayer Rooms: Schools shall have separate male and female prayer rooms for staff and
students.

2.5 Gender Restrictions for Other Staff: Schools shall adhere to gender restrictions for bus
supervisors, cleaners, and nurses as specified in Tables 2—4 of the policy.

3. Policy Awareness
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3.1 Awareness sessions shall be organized to ensure all members of the school community
(students, staff, parents, visitors) are aware of the ADEK Coeducation Policy.

4. Compliance

4.1 This policy shall be effective as of the start of AY 2024/25 (Fall term). Schools are
expected to be fully compliant by the start of AY 2025/26 (Fall term).

4.2 Failure to comply shall be subject to legal accountability under ADEK regulations and
Federal Decree Law No. (31) of 2021.

References

* Federal Decree Law No. (31) of 2021 Promulgating the Crimes and Penalties Law.

Publication

2024 (January) ADEK_School_Coeducation Policy v.1.0 | Department of Education and
Knowledge, Abu Dhabi (ADEK)

This policy replaces Policy 64 in the Private School Policy and Guidance Manual 2014-2015.
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