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BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES POLICY

Introduction

It is important that the physical space housing a school is healthy, safe, inclusive,
sustainable, and supports the educational provision in line with the vision and mission of the
school. This policy sets out the requirement that school buildings and facilities are designed
and constructed in compliance with the specifications defined by ADEK and all other relevant
government entities, and that they are periodically maintained and inspected to ensure that
they remain in a good and safe condition.

Purpose

+ Ensure that school buildings and facilities comply with all relevant planning, design,
and construction specifications, all relevant occupational health, safety, and
environmental requirements, and any other requirements defined by ADEK and other
relevant government entities.

» Ensure that schools operate on land designated for educational purposes.

» Set out the requirement that schools plan and implement periodic maintenance and
repair, and that schools cooperate with inspections of school buildings commissioned
by ADEK or any other relevant government entity.

» Describe the procedure through which schools can, with approval from ADEK, allow
external parties to use their buildings and facilities.

» Describe the procedure for the temporary leasing of former government school
buildings for the operation of a school in the short-term until the construction of a new
permanent school building is completed.

Policy

1. Land Use

1.1 Designated Educational Land Use: Schools shall only operate on land that is designated
for school use by the Abu Dhabi Department of Municipalities and Transport (DMT). Schools
shall not operate from buildings intended for residential or commercial usage.

1. Closure of Non-Compliant Schools: As per Federal Law No. (18) of 2020 Concerning
Private Education, ADEK reserves the right to close any school that is operating on a
site that is not designated for school use without the need for any court order.

1.2 Temporary Lease of Former Government School Buildings: ADEK may, at its discretion,
grant a temporary lease of former government school buildings for the operation of a private
school in the short term, till the construction of a new permanent school building is
completed.

1.3 Expansion of Building and Facilities: Schools shall apply for ADEK's approval prior to
any expansion of their buildings, land, or facilities.
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2. Design and Construction Standards

2.1 Compliance with Standards: Schools shall ensure that their buildings and facilities are
designed, constructed, and maintained in line with this policy and the following standards:
Abu Dhabi Capital Development Code (DMT, 2022); ADEK Private School Design Manual;
Estidama Pearl 1 requirements; and standards specified by any other relevant government
entities.

2.2 Compulsory Facilities: Schools shall ensure that the following facilities are part of the
school premises: classrooms, toilets, changing rooms, prayer rooms, clinics, outdoor
spaces, designated drop-off areas, rooms for students with additional learning needs, and
special classrooms such as art studios, music rooms, and laboratories.

2.3 Design Specifications: Classrooms shall accommodate a maximum of 25 students in KG,
and 30 students in Cycles 1, 2, and 3. KG classrooms shall be located on the ground floor.
Sanitary facilities, science laboratories, outdoor spaces, parking, and accessibility
requirements shall meet all relevant ADEK and government standards.

2.4 UAE National Symbols: Schools shall prominently display official photographs of UAE
leaders and hoist the UAE flag inside and in front of the school building on all days of the
week.

2.5 Fire Safety: Schools shall ensure fully functioning fire prevention and protection systems
in line with CDA requirements.

2.6-2.8: Schools are not authorized to provide residential accommodation on campus
without ADEK approval. Security guard rooms shall be located near the main gate without
sleeping facilities. CCTV cameras shall be installed per MCC (2022) and ADEK Digital Policy
requirements.

3. Use of School Facilities by External Parties

3.1 Schools are authorized to allow external parties to use non-classroom facilities (e.g.,
auditorium, playground, swimming pool) outside school hours, subject to ADEK approval.
Usage fees are authorized and must be disclosed in the school's financial report.

4. Maintenance, Inspections, and Documentation

4.1-4.3: Schools shall develop and implement a periodic maintenance plan, cooperate with
ADEK inspections, maintain documentation of compliance, and display valid licenses near
the main entrance.

5. Insurance

5.1 Schools shall insure their buildings and facilities through Abu Dhabi-licensed insurance
companies, covering damages, liabilities, and injuries related to buildings and facilities.

6. Compliance

6.1 This policy shall be effective as of the start of AY 2024/25 (Fall term). Schools are
expected to be fully compliant by the start of AY 2025/26 (Fall term).

6.2 Failure to comply shall be subject to legal accountability and penalties stipulated in
accordance with ADEK's regulations, notwithstanding penalties imposed by Federal Decree
Law No. (31) of 2021. ADEK reserves the right to intervene if the school is found to be in
violation of its obligations.
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This policy replaces Policy 66, 67, 69, and 71 in the Private School Policy and Guidance
Manual 2014-2015.
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