LICENSING POLICY

Effective From AY 2024/25 (Fall term) | Compliance From AY 2025/26 (Fall term)
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GB Introduction

Any individual or company seeking to open and run a school in Abu Dhabi must acquire an ADEK
license. This policy sets out the types of licenses available, the conditions for obtaining them, and
the procedures by which they may be obtained, renewed, or amended.
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GB 1. Compulsory Licensing

1.1 Any natural or legal person wishing to establish or operate a school shall obtain a license from
ADEK. No school shall be constructed or operated without a license.

Licensing Process has three stages:

(a) Issuance of Provisional License Letter (PLL)

(b) Issuance of Temporary License and No Objection Certificate
(c) Issuance of General License
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GB 2. Gender Status & Building Use

2.1 Schools shall apply for one of three gender statuses: Coeducational (mixed), Shared
(segregated but sharing facilities), or Single-Gendered. Schools are authorized to be coeducational
up to and including Grade 4/Year 5.

3.1 Schools may operate on government buildings/land allocated by ADEK, private land owned by
the applicant, or private third-party land. Educational land shall not be used for other purposes.
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GB 3. Licensing Stages

5.1 Provisional License Letter (PLL): Applicants must first communicate with ADEK, register on the
ADEK Investor Portal, and submit: Governance Rules, Academic Plan, Financial Plan, and
Evidence of financial capability. PLL is valid for 2 years (extendable twice, 1 year each).

6.1 Temporary License: Issued after construction completion. Valid for 2 years. Schools must not
enroll students before receiving Temporary License and No Objection Certificate.

7.1 General License: Issued after satisfactory inspection rating ("Acceptable" or above). Valid for 2
years, renewable.
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GB 4. License Amendment & Voluntary Closure

8.2 License amendments are required for: change in ownership, addition/reduction of grades,
change in school name/address, change in gender status, or change in curricula.

12.1 Schools wishing to close shall submit a closure request at least 6 months before end of
academic year including: reason for closure, proposed closure date, and arrangements for student
transfer. Schools must return undeserved fees and provide transfer certificates.
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Compliance: Failure to comply with this policy shall be subject to legal accountability and the
penalties stipulated in accordance with ADEK's regulations.
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